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A MESSAGE FROM RABBI AARON MEYER

Winter has certainly arrived. With a bit of jealousy directed toward
those who escaped to warmer climes, those in Pittsburgh have already
seen our share of snow, wind, and bitter cold. | once heard the saying
that there's no bad weather, only bad clothing...but I've come to
understand there’s also no bad weather when you're wrapped in a
warm blanket on the couch with a good book in hand.

Reading offers so much that television and endless social-media
scrolling simply can’t. A book invites us to choose the content we wish

; to see, to wrestle with ideas and big-picture concepts, and to let our
imaginations flourish: filling in gaps, hearing voices, picturing worlds, and so much more. Reading is active,
thoughtful exercise for our minds, and winter is its natural season.

There has been no shortage of compelling Jewish reading lately. Hostage by Eli Sharabi is a difficult but
deeply important book, one that demands attention and moral presence. Sarah Hurwitz's As A Jew
wrestles with the world around us and provides an unflinching look at the effects of antisemitism. Songs
for the Brokenhearted by Ayelet Tsabari beautifully weaves history and fiction, music and memory, into a
story that stays with you long after the last page. And if you need something a bit lighter, Rachel Kadish's
The Weight of Ink is a rich and absorbing novel that bridges centuries and asks enduring questions about
text, authority, and whose voices endure.

This is far from an exhaustive list, only a few of books of interest that have recently been in my hands. I'd
love to know what you are reading, both to inspire me and so that |, too, have more excuses to stay under
the blanket!

A MESSAGE FROM CANTOR KALIX JACOBSON

Happy and healthy secular new year to you alll May this year of 2026
bring you and our world joy and goodness, and may all of your
resolutions be fulfilled.

While | know many of us are just now exiting Chanukah mode, | have
been in Purim mode for about a month! This year, we are doing a
delightful mashup from The Wizard of Oz cinematic universe, pulling
elements from The Wizard of Oz, Wicked, and the Wiz to bring you the
Horrible Wizard of Shushan!

Purim spiel rehearsals begin on Sunday, January 25th, at 1:30pm. All are welcome and no auditions or
experience are required. We will be sharing our Purim spiel on Friday, February 27th, during our Shabbat
services. Do you love to sing? Are you a fan of parody music? Are you fond of the colors yellow and green?
We want you to be in our Purim Spiel! Please reach out to me at kjacobsonetempleemanuelpgh.org to sign
up or for more information.

L

This winter, | will also be sharing presentations from my music series! On January 12th at 6pm on Zoom and
in person, | will be giving a presentation on Music and Memory in Judaism. On February 9th, | will be
presenting on Music and the Brain, also at 6pm on Zoom and in person.

If these presentations or the Purim spiel aren't quite your jam, perhaps you could join me for a Shabbat of
Service! Our Challah Baking Shabbat of Service will be taking place at 1lam on January 10th, and we will

be volunteering with the Pittsburgh Food Bank at 8:30am on Saturday, February 21st. | hope you'll join me
for one or all of these programs. I'll see you soon. Stay warm!



mailto:kjacobson@templeemanuelpgh.org
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Temple Family

The information on this page was collected on
Monday, December 29, 2025.

SHALOM!

A warm welcome goes to new and returning
community members of our Temple family:

* Marsha & Sheldon Clark

* Mary Jane (M.J.) & Jay Oppenheim and their
daughter Kathryn (Kat) Oppenheim

* Jacqueline Bialosky

* Sierra McConnell & Andy Coleman

* Roberta Gerson

* Leon Steiner

* Wendy & Kenneth Edgar

* Laura & David Hopper and their children,
lagan, Violet & Ingrid Hopper

Births

Mazel Tov!

* Ari Henry Bernhardt, son of Jace & Beth
Bernhardt, brother of Ronen Isaac Bernhardt,
grandson of Debbie & Paul Rudoy, great-
grandson of Judy Rudoy (October 26)

Marriages

Mazel tov to Alexa Mazur and Zachary Bahm,

son of Lynn & Carl Bahm, grandson of Ellie Bahm,
nephew of Amy & David Bahm, and brother of Jennifer
Snodgrass, on their marriage on October 18, 2025.

We Mourn the Loss of:

David Geoffrey Cohen, brother of Eden
Rachel Cohen (September 27)

Nancy Gusky, mother of Edward & Steven
Gusky (October 12)

Cynthia Noe, mother of Jill (Adam) Brufsky
(October 19)

Dan Garfinkel, husband of Nancy Garfinkel,
father of Eli and Benjamin (Jenna) Garfinkel
(October 30)

Sidney Rosen, father of Pam (Paul) Volz,
uncle of Mark Rosen (November 2)

Susan Eisinger, mother of Nate (Vonya)
Eisinger and Jacob (Claire) Eisinger,
grandmother of Geneva, Vienna, and Lucas
Eisinger (November 30)

Samuel Levine, son of Kara & Stephen
Levine, brother of Leah Levine, grandson of
Rosalind & Farrel Levine, Suzanne & Carl
Zittrer, Michael & Pamela Levinson, nephew
of Alan (Jodi) Levine, cousin of Amy (David)
Bahm (December 16)

Kenneth Kantrowitz, father of Marci Barnes,
grandfather of Henry Barnes (December 18)
Brad Langerman, husband of Cheryl
Langerman, father of Cara (Phillip)
Langerman, and grandfather of Easton
(December 22)



WORSHIP & TORAH STUDY SCHEDULE

Friday Afternoon Text Study at 1:00 PM

Aggadah, the storytelling of the Jewish community, adds richness
and depth to our understanding of biblical texts, commandments,
and Jewish values. Join Rabbi Meyer for a 45-minute exploration
of texts that will enliven your understanding and appreciation of
Jewish life on Zoom by clicking here.

Shabbat Evening Services - Fridays at 7:00 PM

Join us for our Shabbat evening services in the Beit HaT’filah. You
can also continue to connect with us via Temple’s website,
Facebook, or YouTube. An electronic copy of Mishkan T’filah, the
congregation’s prayer book, can be accessed here. Immediately
following the service, enjoy a nosh at the oneg and schmooze with
fellow congregants!

Shabbat Mornings at 8:00 AM

Our Shabbat morning videos will be released on Facebook and
YouTube. One will include a traditional Aliyah from our Sefer
Torah in Hebrew and translation, and the second a brief
explanation of how the themes and lessons of the parasha
(portion) relate to our modern lives.

Shabbat Morning Torah Study - Saturdays at 9:00 AM

Join Rabbi Meyer or Cantor Jacobson in person at Temple or on
Zoom to discuss the weekly parasha.

Havdalah - Saturdays at 8:00 PM
Join us virtually on Temple’s Facebook page.

Lay-Led Morning Minyan - Sundays at 9:30 AM
In person in the Beit HaT’filah or click here to join virtually on
Zoom.

Special Shabbatot
Fridays at 7:00 PM

January 23
Second Grade Class Shabbat

January 30
Third Grade Class Shabbat

February 6
Scout Shabbat

February 13
Sixth Grade Class Shabbat

February 27
Purim Spiel and Service

March 6
Seventh Grade Class Shabbat

March 27
Fifth Grade Class Shabbat

Temple Emanuel hosted this year's
Interfaith Thanksgiving Service.
Members from congregations across
the South Hills joined us for an
interactive and meaningful
Thanksgiving service.

Temple Emanuel community
members of all ages engage in
Shabbat Evening services.


https://www.facebook.com/templeemanuelpittsburgh/
https://www.facebook.com/templeemanuelpittsburgh/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83064953268
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83230647801
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5326774310
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5326774310
https://templeemanuelpgh.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=34b4cdd1b5d2fcd6dc21c1830&id=e504f83af5&e=5cfef73be4
https://templeemanuelpgh.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=34b4cdd1b5d2fcd6dc21c1830&id=e2dc75a9fa&e=5cfef73be4
https://www.facebook.com/templeemanuelpittsburgh/
https://www.youtube.com/TheAmeyer1
https://www.templeemanuelpgh.org/virtual/community
https://www.facebook.com/templeemanuelpittsburgh/
https://www.youtube.com/user/TheAmeyer1
https://www.ccarnet.org/publications/resources-repaginated/
https://templeemanuelpgh.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=34b4cdd1b5d2fcd6dc21c1830&id=a49be2d91e&e=7d3dbd87b6
https://templeemanuelpgh.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=34b4cdd1b5d2fcd6dc21c1830&id=05571f976c&e=7d3dbd87b6
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A MESSAGE FROM SARAH MANGAN
PROGRAMMING AND COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR

With opportunities to volunteer, learn, reflect, and engage in social events, there were numerous ways to get
involved last fall, and we look forward to continuing to offer a multitude of pathways for all members to find
community at Temple Emanuel this winter!

Temple Emanuel hosted the Comunl‘ry members lit ’rhe|r Fomllles fror; across The South H|||SJomed at
South Hills Pajama Chanukah menorahs together during our Temple Emanuel for a Thanksgiving mitzvah project.
Party for families. annual Chanukah dinner.

WTE+ created holidaK cards for  Community members learned how Throughout the fall, this community supported

their Art, Wine, and Cheese night  to knit with Cantor Rena Shapiro. its neighbors fhrough donations to a variety of
with Sherri Jaffee. nonprofits that provide dl(riec’r support to those
in nee

WTE+ e oyed alovely Sukko’r We celebrated our amazmg”\ MOTE+ came ‘roge’rher to build
potluck cﬁmner together in our community through our Giving our Temple Emanuel sukkah.
Temple sukkah. Tuesday: Emldmg Community

fundraising campaign.


mailto:smangan@templeemanuelpgh.org

s y- 4

A MESSAGE FROM BETH SCHWARTZ
TEMPLE EMANUEL BOARD PRESIDENT

As we welcome 2026 and this secular turn of the calendar, our “T thank everyone for

Temple Emanuel community approaches the 6 month mark of our new c :
financial, membership and governance models. | am filled with a your ongoing support in

sense of gratitude for all those who have made our successful your participation at our
transition possible. | thank everyone for your ongoing support in your programs, your
participation at our programs, your financial contributions, providing 3 ; i ;
suggestions and insights, offering assistance and stepping in when financial contributions,
asked. Temple Emanuel can only thrive with all of you providing your pl’OVidil’lg suggestions

support. | look forward to continued opportunities for our community Tinoish e
to connect and come together throughout the year. | encourage all of and 1nsights, offering

us (myself included) to check out at least one of our offerings we assistance and Stepping
have not tried before - a Torah Study session, a Shabbat service, . h ked.”

Team Sandwich, a MOTE+ gathering, a family-oriented program . . . In when asked.
| could go on, but check the weekly emails for all of the opportunities.

Behind the scenes the staff and clergy continue their tireless work to make Temple Emanuel the place we
want to be. | remain grateful for the work they do - Temple Emanuel could not thrive without their
exhaustive efforts. They ensure the programs we all want to attend are available to us and that the
building is operational to house those programs (no small feat given the age and size of Temple Emanuel).
Our lay leadership board also continues to work, engaging in strategic planning and providing governance
oversight. Our lay leadership made the transition to our new model possible and continues to work to
ensure its success.

Best wishes to all of you for the kind of 2026 that you wish it to be. My hope is that Temple Emanuel can
play a role in your meaningful and successful year.

Temple Emanuel’s
Virtual Suggestion Box

Scan the QR code
below fo leave your
feedback for Temple
Emanuel staff and
leadership:

Click Here to view a printable — '
version of the monthly calendars. - —J



https://templeemanuelpgh.org/calendar/
https://templeemanuelpgh.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Temple-Emanuel-Winter-2026-Calendars.pdf
https://templeemanuelpgh.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Temple-Emanuel-Winter-2026-Calendars.pdf
https://templeemanuelpgh.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Temple-Emanuel-Winter-2026-Calendars.pdf
https://templeemanuelpgh.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Temple-Emanuel-Winter-2026-Calendars.pdf
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/_\ A MESSAGE FROM KATE LOUIK
x ECDC DIRECTOR
Temple Emanuel

Early Childhood Winter at ECDC is a time filled with the fun of holiday gatherings, the opportunity to
Development Center pserve seasonal changes with the children...and the challenge of spending more
Frperience the joy of fearning. time indoors when the temperatures turn cooler and snowy days are more frequent.
Nevertheless, our team of educators finds new ways to engage the children—building
their skills, inviting them to create, and spreading joy!

In a Twos
classroom, the
children created
their own
sculptures using
a variety of
materials, many
of which you
might find at
home! The cold
winter months
are a wonderful
time for crafting
in the classroom,
all while
practicing fine
motor skills.

Children in a Threes class enjoyed a snowy adventure! They
came to school bundled up for the weather and ventured
outdoors to investigate the snow and ice. Educators
prepared hot chocolate to welcome them back to the
warmth of their classroom!

Children in a Fours
class worked
together to prepare
sugar cookies from
4 scratch. They
measured and
| mixed the
ingredients, rolled
the dough, cut the
cookies, and
decorated them in
preparation for their
| class's holiday
| gathering.

Led by educators Rachel Risden and Michael
Bihary, children in ECDC's yoga class find
moments of movement and opportunities for quiet
mindfulness.




Torah

A MESSAGE FROM STEPH MCFERRON
TORAH CENTER DIRECTOR

“Study is not
Our s’ruden‘rs‘ bring Torah to life through hands-on experiences that the main thing,
extend learning beyond desks and worksheets, helping values take root : -
through real-world connection. but action.
-Pirkei Avot 1:17

Ath ?rode students and families delivered to SHIM

all of the food generously donated during our high
holiday collection. LY
From classroom learning to 7th graders and their
heartfelt action: families helped package
Kmdergorfen students meals for seniors in our
practiced hakarat hatov by area at Southwest Meals
surprising Steph with on Wheels.

gratitude chains, spreading
appreciation beyond the
classroom.

First graders brmg learning to life as they work
together in the SHIM Garden.

When educators learn together, students benefit. Yom
Limud brought Pittsburgh-area educators into a shared
learning space, reinforcing that collaboration and growth
beyond our own classrooms help us better support the
children in our care.

Mul‘l‘l -age Gdgo play durlng Parent ngh‘r Out—
where community, connection, and learning grow
through ploy.



JANUARY PROGRAMMING AT TEMPLE EMANUEL
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Play Mahj!
Sunday, January 4, 10:00 AM
Join in for table games of Mahjong! RSVP to Sarah.

Grief Group

Every Second Thursday at 10:00 AM
Thursday, January 8, 10:00 AM

Guided by Noah Potvin, a member of Temple Emanuel and a
licensed professional counselor, participants will be supported in
sharing personal stories of their loved ones, exploring Jewish
perspectives on grief, and finding comfort in rituals of
remembrance. The group emphasizes working together to
construct meaning from loss, joy in memory, and fellowship in
shared experience. Participants are invited to join the group in
person at Temple Emanuel or via Zoom.

Parent Speaker Series
Thursday, January 8, 6:30-8:00 PM

Join us at Temple Emanuel for a three-part speaker series
designed to support and inspire parents and caregivers as we
navigate the ever-evolving world of childhood learning and
emotional development. Come learn, reflect, and grow with us as
we explore how to best support our children at every stage.

Part one: In their bestselling book When You Wonder, You're
Learning: Mister Roger’s Enduring Lessons for Raising Creative,
Curious, Caring Kids, Gregg Behr and Ryan Rydzewski reveal Fred
Rogers as more than a nice guy in a sweater. In fact, Fred was an
ingenious scientists and a legendary teacher who was decades
ahead of his time. Greg%qnd Ryan will explore Fred Rogers’
fascinating methods for helping parents and teachers build
“neighborhoods” of their own: places that equip every child to
become the best of whoever they are.

Register here: www.tinyurl.com/TEParentSpeakerSeries

KiDdish Club
Friday, January 9, 5:30 PM

Join us for our monthly Shabbat service for families with children
0-6 years old! Email Rabbi Emily Meyer to learn more and RSVP.

Shabbat of Service
Saturday, January 10, 11:00 AM

Join Cantor Kalix and the Caring Community to bake challah for
Shabbat bags. RSVP Here!

Music & Memory Workshop r b
Monday, January 12, 6:00 PM ﬂ

Join Cantor Kalix for an evening of music as we recall times
long ago, biblical, historical, and modern. We will learn about

how Jews have used song throughout the ages to remember
people they've lost. Discussion to follow. RSVP Here!
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Team Sandwich:
Tuesday, January 20, 1:00 PM A

Join us to address food insecurity in the Pittsburgh region
by making and donating sandwiches every third Tuesday
of the month. Drop-off is at 1:00 pm. Email Susie Hommel
to sign up and learn more!

Abraham’s Table
Monday, January 12, 6:30 PM

Together with the St. Paul's Episcopal Church and
Tuﬁdsh Cultural Center communities, we are excited
to once again convene around Abraham's Table. We
will share in a delicious meal, even better company,
and a brief learning session around our shared
values as adherents to the three Abrahamic faith
traditions. Join us at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
(1066 Washington Rd, Pittsburgh, PA 152283. All food
will observe Hallal dietary requirements. Click here
to RSVP!

Crafting Kulanu
Wednesday, January 14, 6:00-9:00 PM
Monday, January 26, 6:00-9:00 PM

Brin? a craft to work on in community and join the
Crafting Kulanu for kehilah, snacks, and time to work
on your project! RSVP Here!

MOTE+ Golf Simulator Night

Wednesday, January 21, 7:30-9:00 PM

Join MOTE+ at Miller Mulligans in Castle Shannon for
an evening in their golf simulators, powered by
Trackman technology with over 230 of the most iconic
courses in the world. Miller Mulligans is BYOB, so bring
drinks and snacks and enjoy a winter evening golfing
indoors! RSVP to Sarah.

Purim Spiel Rehearsal
Sunday, January 25, 1:30 PM

Featuring songs

from the Wizard of l SORNA
Oz cinematic & %

universe, this
year's Purim Spiel
will take you on a
trip to Oz! To learn
more, email
Cantor Kalix
Jacobson at
kjacobsonetemple
emanuelpgh.org.

TEMPLE EMANUEL'S ORIGINAL PURIM SPIEL:
“THE HORRIBLE WIZARD OF SHUSHAN"

Rehearsals start Sunday,
January 25™ at 1:30 PM

EMAIL CANTOR KALLX TO LEARN MORE
KIACOBSONETEMPLEEMANLELPGHORG

Learn Mahj!
Thursday, January 29, 7:00 PM

Join experienced teachers to learn how to play
Mahjong! RSVP to Sarah. 9


mailto:shommel46@gmail.com
mailto:emeyer@templeemanuelpgh.org
mailto:kjacobson@templeemanuelpgh.org
mailto:smangan@templeemanuelpgh.org
mailto:smangan@templeemanuelpgh.org
https://tinyurl.com/AbrahamsTable2025
https://tinyurl.com/AbrahamsTable2025
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=9K-zHTaACU2E9CbApuWsVbnvIMI_eJRJl9q-4bFs61BURFNLV0VVQ1BVRkJFTEI0SzhHSjQzTVRSNy4u&route=shorturl
mailto:kjacobson@templeemanuelpgh.org
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http://www.us02web.zoom.us/J/5326774310
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FEBRUARY PROGRAMMING AT TEMPLE EMANUEL

“THE HORRIBLE WIZARD OF SHUSHAN"

Sunday, February 1, 1:30 PM
Sunday, February 8, 1:30 PM
Sunday, February 22, 1:30 PM

EMAIL CANTOR KALIX TO LEARN MORE
KJACOBSON@TEMPLEEMANUELPGH.ORG

WTE+ Tu Bishvat Seder
Sunday, February 1, 6:30-8:30 PM

Join Rabbi Emily Meyer and the Women+ of Temple Emanuel for a
Tu Bishvat Seder, hosted at Anthos in Castle Shannon. Come at
6:30 PM to enjoy a thoughtful and interactive experience with a
light meal provided. The cost is $36 per person. RSVP Here!

Jﬁ(i BN

StandWithUs Presents

Journey to Healing: A Concert of Resilience
and Hope at Temple Emanuel
Thursday, February 5, 7:00 PM

An evening of music and storytelling with Joshua Washing, aka
JoDavi, featuring the Huldra Quartet, followed by a moderated

conversation. $10 suggested donation. Click here to register.
MOTE+ Annual Super Bowl Party @
Sunday, February 8, 6:00 PM

Save the date to join MOTE+ for their annual family-friendly
Super Bowl Party! More details coming soon!

Music & The Brain Workshop
Monday, February 9, 6:00 PM

Come join Cantor Kalix for a review of the book Musicophilia by
Oliver Sacks. Learn about how music and the brain interact, how
music stays with us, and how our world can change in an instant
with shocking results. RSVP to Cantor Kalix Here!

Team Sandwich:

Tuesday, February 17th, 1:00 PM \/

Join us to address food insecurity in the Pittsburgh region by
making and donating sandwiches every third Tuesday of the
month. Drop-off is at 1:00 pm. Email Susie Hommel to sign up!

Parent Speaker Series
Wednesday, February 11, 5:30 PM

Join us at Temple Emanuel for a three-part speaker series
designed to support and inspire parents and caregivers as we
navigate the ever-evolving world of childhood learning and
emotional development. Come learn, reflect, and grow with us
as we explore how to best support our children at every stage.

Part two: Erin Troup is a Licensed Professional Counselor from
Sprout, with expertise in early childhood social-emotional
development including anxiety, trauma, and attachment. She
will offer tools and perspectives for supporting children through
their big feelings and big moments.

Register here: www.tinyurl.com/TEParentSpeakerSeries

Grief Group
Every Second Thursday at 10:00 AM
Thursday, February 12, 10:00 AM

Participants are invited to join the group in person at
Temple Emanuel or via Zoom.

WTE+ Book Club
Thursday, February 12, 7:30 PM

Join WTE+ offsite for Book Club! We will discuss the
historical fiction novel The Only Woman in the Room by
Marie Benedict. RSVP required for location information.
KiDdish Club

Friday, February 13, 5:30 PM Q Q

Join us for our monthly Shabbat service for families with
children 0-6 years old! Email Rabbi Emily Meyer to learn
more and RSVP.

Crafting Kulanu
Wednesday, February 18, 6:00-9:00 PM
Monday, February 23, 6:00-9:00 PM

Brin? a craft to work on in community and join the
Crafting Kulanu for kehilah, snacks, and time to work
on your project! RSVP Here!

Shabbat of Service
Saturday, February 21, 8:30 AM

Join Cantor Kalix for Shabbat of Service at the Greater
Pittsburgh Food Bank. RSVP to Cantor Kalix Here!
Play Mahj!

Sunday, February 22, 2:00-4:00 PM
Join in for table games of Mahjong! RSVP to Sarah.

Save the date to learn Mahjong on
Thursday, February 26" at 7:00 PM.


mailto:shommel46@gmail.com
https://templeemanuelofsouthhills.shulcloud.com/form/WTE+_Tu_Bishvat_Seder_2026
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https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=9K-zHTaACU2E9CbApuWsVbnvIMI_eJRJl9q-4bFs61BURFNLV0VVQ1BVRkJFTEI0SzhHSjQzTVRSNy4u&route=shorturl
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MARCH PROGRAMMING AT TEMPLE EMANUEL
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South Hills Purim Carnival &\F
Sunday, March 1

Join South Hills families for our annual Purim Carnival,
organized in collaboration with Beth El Congregation of the
South Hills, JCC South Hills, PJ Library, and Temple Emanuel!
Save the datel More details coming soon! .
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Costume Karaoke Purim Party  po
Saturday, March 7, 7:30 PM

Temple Emanuel invites you to celebrate Purim with Costume
Karaoke! Join us at Temple Emanuel for an adult-only costume
karaoke party for Purim. Come ready for an evening of music
and fun with friends old and new! More details coming soon!

Parent Speaker Series
Monday, March 9, 7:00 PM

Join us at Temple Emanuel for a three-part speaker series
designed to support and inspire parents and caregivers as we
navigate the ever-evolving world of childhood learning and

emotional development. Come learn, reflect, and grow with us as

we explore how to best support our children at every stage.

Part three: The parent speaker series will conclude with a panel

of childhood specialists representing a range of ages and
therapeutic backgrounds. This interactive session will address
questions that emerge from the first two workshops, along with
additional topics that matter most to our community.

Register here: www.tinyurl.com/TEParentSpeakerSeries

Grief Group
Every Second Thursday at 10:00 AM
Thursday, March 12, 10:00 AM

Participants are invited to join the group in person at Temple
Emanuel or via Zoom.

KiDdish Club QQ
Friday, March 13, 5:30 PM

Join us for our monthly Shabbat service for families with
children 0-6 years old! Email Rabbi Emily Meyer to learn more
and RSVP.

1

Team Sandwich: \/
Tuesday, March 17th, 1:00 PM .

Join us to address food insecurity in the Pittsburgh
region by making and donating sandwiches every
third Tuesday of the month. Drop-off is at 1:00 pm.

Email Susie Hommel to sign up and learn more!

Shabbat of Service
Saturday, March 14

Save the date to join Cantor Kalix for Shabbat of
Service. More details to come!

Play Mahj!
Sunday, March 22, 2:00-4:00 PM
Join in for table games of Mahjong! RSVP to Sarah.

Choir Rehearsal
Monday, March 16, 5:30-6:30 PM

Monday, March 23, 5:30-6:30 PM
Monday, March 30, 5:30-6:30 PM

Love to sing? Join our adult choir! Email Cantor Kalix
to learn more!

Stronger Together:

Playing for a Purpose
Saturday, March 21

The Torah Center 7" Grade Class invites you to support
Jamie's Dream Team with this year's fundraiser! Click

here for more details! (‘

""" Rabbis Aaron and Emily Meyer, Evelyn (10)
and Eli (7), together with Cantor Kalix
Jacobson and Mickey Benson invite you to

* Temples 2nd Night
® Passover Seder

D) S

Temple’s 2" Night Passover Seder
Thursday, April 2, 6:00 PM

RSVPs will be due by Thursday, March 12, 2026.
Keep an eye on your inbox for more information
coming in February!

v

Thursday, April 2, 2026
6:00 pm

RSVP by Thursday,
March 12, 2026


mailto:shommel46@gmail.com
mailto:emeyer@templeemanuelpgh.org
http://www.us02web.zoom.us/J/5326774310
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=9K-zHTaACU2E9CbApuWsVbnvIMI_eJRJl9q-4bFs61BURFNLV0VVQ1BVRkJFTEI0SzhHSjQzTVRSNy4u&route=shorturl
mailto:smangan@templeemanuelpgh.org
mailto:kjacobson@templeemanuelpgh.org
https://templeemanuelpgh.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/25-26-JDT-and-Temple-Donation-Letter.pdf
https://templeemanuelpgh.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/25-26-JDT-and-Temple-Donation-Letter.pdf

Thank you to the donors who help sustain Temple

Emanuel through contributions to our various funds!

Donations to Temple Funds as of December 29, 2025

Cantor Jacobson Discretionary Fund

Donor

Anita Gold
Betty Jo & Howard Louik
Laryn & Moses Finder

Marci Barnes & Family

In Honor

In appreciation of Cantor Kalix
Jacobson

Cantor Kalix Jacobson's
engagement to Mickey Benson
In appreciation of Cantor Kalix
Jacobson

In appreciation of Cantor Kalix
Jacobson

Brenda & Larry Miller Memorial Caring Community

Donor

Farrel & Roz Levine

Farrel & Roz Levine
Farrel & Roz Levine
Laryn & Moses Finder

Laryn & Moses Finder

Susan & Richard Hommel
Tibey Falk

Donor

Debbie Hickok

Ellie Bahm

Ellie Bahm

Farrel & Roz Levine
Farrel & Roz Levine
Farrel & Roz Levine
Howard Miller

Robert Miller
Susan & Richard Hommel
Susan & Richard Hommel

In Honor

Speedy Recovery for Marty
Altschul

Speedy Recovery for Ellie Bahm
Speedy Recovery for Allen Beitman
In appreciation of the Caring
Community for good deeds

In appreciation of Bonnie
Benhayon

Get well wishes for Ellie Bahm
Speedy Recovery for Ellie Bahm

In Memory

Dan Garfinkel

Cynthia Noe

Jack L. Lief

Marilyn "Mimi" Bernard
Lorraine Mundell

Ken Kantrowitz

In Memory of Brenda & Larry
Miller

Larry & Brenda Miller
Sidney Rosen

Sam Levine

Cemetery Beautification Fund

Donor

Anne Watzman

Barbara & Gerald Chotiner
Darlene Mannheimer

Laurey Simkin Silverman &
Steve Silverman

Laurey Simkin Silverman &
Steve Silverman

Linda & Steve Smiga

Marlene Naft

Mindy Sanjana

Nancy Weissman

Ruben Abramovitz

Veronica & Jonathan Schmerling
Veronica & Jonathan Schmerling
Veronica & Jonathan Schmerling

In Memory

Alfred Teplitz
Donation
Donation
Shayna Simkin

Bess Heisman

Raymond Berkowitz
Donation

Donation

Irving Wechsler
Donation

George Rocher
Daniel Schmerling
Lazlo Lowy

ECDC PTP

Donor

Deborah & Jeremiah Demme

In Memory

The dedicated teaching of Mrs.
Dreifuss

General Fund

Donor

Amy & David Bahm
Beth Tully

Bunny & Alan Schorr

Elaine & Alan London
Elisa Rhodehamel & Mark
Shamash

Elizabeth Sender

llene & Joel Iskoe

Jennifer & Austin Snodgrass
Laryn & Moses Finder
Rosalie & Lou Anstandig

Ruth Novice
Lynn & Carl Bahm

Donor

Amy Smith

Andrea & Jeff Fitting
Andrea & Jeff Fitting
Anne & Thomas Blank
Barbara Greenberg
Bernice Slifkin

Bernice Slifkin

Bernice Slifkin

Beth & Dan Erlanger
Betty Jo & Howard Louik
Betty Jo & Howard Louik
Carol & Marc Wolkoff
Cathy & James Schuster
Cheri & Joel Schwartz
Cindy Bouer

Darlene Mannheimer
Dianne & Jonathan Brickman
Eden Cohen

Elaine & Alan London
Ellie Bahm

Jane & Jon Forman
Janet Schmidt

Janet Schmidt

Jill & Adam Brufsky

Joy Meyer

Judy Nesvisky

Karen & Tony Captline
Kate & Joel Rosenthal

In Honor

Ellie Bahm's Birthday

In appreciation for the High Holy
Day Guest Pass

Howard Friedman, for Recognition
as "Volunteer of the Year"
Marriage of Lexie and Zack Bahm
In appreciation for the High Holy
Day Family Service Participation
In appreciation for the Family
Service on Yom Kippur

Kindness of Amy & Tony Pardo
Ellie Bahm's Birthday

In appreciation of Ron Schneider
In appreciation of the magnificent
High Holy Day Services

In appreciation for the High Holy
Day Guest Passes

Ellie Bahm's Birthday

In Memory

Dan Garfinkel
Joanna Fitting

Paul Fitting
Lorriane Simon
Dan Garfinkel
Irving Slifkin

Betty Edelman
Abe Edelmjan

Dan Garfinkel
Elizabeth Bernstein
Sam Levine
Stephen Wolkoff
Dan Garfinkel

Sam Levine

Sam Levine

Irwin Levine

Dan Garfinkel
David Cohen

Dan Garfinkel

Gary Bahm

Dan Garfinkel
Steven Schmidt
Florence Bradstreet
Ivan Weiskopf
Sandie Litsky

Allan Nesvisky

Lois Krash

Sid Rosen 12



General Fund (continued)

Donor

Kate & Joel Rosenthal

Laurie & Geoffrey Gerber

Leslie & David Hoffman

Lisa Dvorin

Lisa Dvorin

Lori & Artie Baran

Lori & Steve Blattner

Lori & Steve Blattner

Louis Klein & Marcia K. Feinberg
Louis Klein & Marcia K. Feinberg
Marcia Grupp

Marcy Bernson

Marcy Bernson

Marcy Bernson

Mark Frumkin

Mary Cothran

Mary Cothran

Nancy & Bill Berkowitz

Nancy & Bill Berkowitz

Nancy & Willl Joseph

Naomi Stein

Noel & Sam Bliman

Proofpoint Zenguide

Rikki Hommel & David Weisberg
Rikki Hommel & David Weisberg
Rikki Hommel & David Weisberg
Rosalie & Lou Anstandig

Roslyn Small

Ruth Novice

Ruth Novice

Ruth Novice

Sandra & Jeffrey Solomon
Shelly & Daniel Seigel

Susan & Steve Silbermann
Susan Seletz

Temple Board

Temple Board

Temple Board

Temple Board

Temple Board

Temple Board

Temple Board

Terry & Steve Erenrich

The Brufsky Family

The Brufsky Family

Todd Reidbord

Wendy Freed

Wendy Freed & Family

In Memory

Dan Garfinkel
Dan Garfinkel
Susan Eisinger
Sam Levine
Kenneth H. Kantrowitz
Sam Levine

Sam Levine

Ken Kantrowitz
Harry Soffer
Maxine Soffer
Ken Kantrowitz
Jeff Bernson
Dan Garfinkel
Sidney Rosen
Howard Frumkin
Alice McCaa Kelly
Charlotte McCaa
Dan Garfinkel
Sam Levine

Dan Garfinkel
Dan Garfinkel
Loretta Haven
Dan Garfinkel
Cynthia Noe
Susan Eisinger
Sam Levine
Mollie Mayer
Tessie Plotkin
Nancy Gusky
Rhoda Yanus
Sam Levine

Sara Goldstein
Dan Garfinkel
Eric Silbermann
Dan Garfinkel
Nancy Gusky
Cynthia Noe
Dan Garfinkel
Susan Eisinger
Sidney Rosen
Samuel Levine
Ken Kantrowitz
Dan Garfinkel
Pearl Alt

Ivan Weiskopf
Dan Garfinkel
Meyer Copeland
Peter Freed

Holocaust Memorial Garden Fund

Donor

Cindy & Jack Bouer
Lynn & Harvey Rubin
Lynn & Harvey Rubin
Peggy & Louis Gold
Peggy & Louis Gold
The Joseph Family

In Memory

Susan Zimmer
Frieda Rubin

Irwin E. Zimmerman
John Colavincenzo
Gary Gold

Ari Lazier

Jeanne Glasspool Nursery School Fund

Donor

Glasspool Family

In Memory

Jeanne P. Glasspool

Mark Levin Scholarship Fund

Donor In Memory

Joe Killgallon Laryn & Moe Finder's Anniversary
Nan Simon ECDC Fund

Donor In Honor

Sandy & Lee Golomb

Donor

Nan & Jeff Simon
Nan & Jeff Simon

Laryn & Moe Finder

In Memory

Herman Simon
Arthur Simon

Rabbi Meyer’s Discretionary Fund

Donor

Beth & Matt Schwartz
Laryn & Moses Finder
Shelly Roteman Orrill
Tracey & David Palmieri
Andrea & Aric Anderson
Carol & Irv Horowitz
Edward Gusky

Ellie Bahm

Jill & Adam Brufsky
Nancy Garfinkel

Pam & Paul Volz

Robin Marcovsky
Sandra Herman

Sherry & Bob Lamacchia

Donor

Elisia & Chuck Silverstein
Joan & Ron Rothaus

Joan & Ron Rothaus

Joan & Ron Rothaus
Marsha & Eric Morgenstern
Naomi & Howard Pittle
Selma Furst

Shelley Cohn

In Honor

In appreciation of Rabbi Meyer's
support for our greater community
In appreciation of Rabbi Aaron
Meyer

Birth of Ari Henry Bernhardt,
grandson of Debbie & Paul Rudoy
In appreciation of Rabbi Aaron
Meyer

In appreciation of Rabbi Aaron
Meyer

B'nai Mitzvot of Noah & Ayla
Anderson

In appreciation of Rabbi Aaron
Meyer

In appreciation of Rabbi Aaron
Meyer

In appreciation of Rabbi Aaron
Meyer

In appreciation of Rabbi Aaron
Meyer

In appreciation of Rabbi Aaron
Meyer

In appreciation of Rabbi Aaron
Meyer

In appreciation of the High Holy
Day Services

In appreciation of Temple Emanuel

In Memory

Dan Garfinkel
Cynthia Noe

Dan Garfinkel

Sam Levine

Mark Morgenstern
Phyllis Tauberg
Robert Furst
Robert Cohn



Rabbi William Sajowitz Endowment Fund

Donor

Roz & Farrel Levine

In Honor

Marriage of Zack Bahm to Lexi

Mazur

Yahrzeit Remembrance Fund

Donor

Anatilie Seewald

Anita Markowitz

Betty Jo & Howard Louik
Carol & Ted Goldberg
Dot & Neal Pollon
Esther Burstin

Francine Bagnato

llene & Joel Iskoe
Janice & Teddy Seidenfeld
Jill Brufsky

Joanne & Marvin Levin
Joanne & Marvin Levin
Joel Caplan

Ken Kantrowitz

Laryn & Moses Finder
Laryn & Moses Finder
Laura & Jeff young
Marilyn Spirer

Nicole Brynes & Samuel
Hoffman

Nicole Brynes & Samuel
Hoffman

Penny Abranms
Roberta Carr

Sharon Ryave Brody & Family
Steven Mayer

Sue Julian

Sue Julian

Susan Lipsitz

Susan Lipsitz

Susan Lipsitz

Suzy Wall

Terry & Steve Erenrich

In Memory

Richard Seewald
Martin Markowitz
Melva B. Hirschfield
Melva B. Hirschfield
Wayne Thomas
Harry Burstin
Sanford "Sandy" Paul

Frances Trachtenberg

Samuel Seidenfeld
Lawrence Weiskopf
Lillian Levin

Jack Levin

Jeff Caplan

Pearl Bienstock Kantrowitz

Helen Finder Fox
Sam Finder
Edward Hopkins
Bernice siegler
Lore Brynes

Kermit Brynes

Abe Goldstein
Evelyne Schutzman
Gail & Arnold Ryave
Mollie Mayer
Evelyn Berger
Bernard Berger
Robert Lipsitz
Estelle Schechter
Jay Harry Serbin
Ada Blain

David Bernstein

Security Fund
Donor In Honor
Iris & Chris Harlan Donation

The Inclusion Collective PGH

Donation

Yahrzeit Plaques

Donor

Anita Gold

Anita Gold

Anita Gold

Cara & Jeremy Snyder
Cara & Jeremy Snyder
Leon Steiner

Sarah & Alicia Kozel

In Memory

Harold A. Gold
Beatrice Carpe
Ben Carpe

Martha Peritz
Henry Hans Peritz
Jerry Wolff

Robert L. Kozel, SR

Donor

Bunny & Alan Schorr

Beth & Matt Schwartz

Donor

Lori & Artie Baran

Capital Campaign

In Honor

Temple Emanuel
Temple Emanuel

In Memory

Ken Kantrowitz

Zolot Israel Adult Scholarship Fund

Donor

Rita & Stu Zolot

Rita & Stu Zolot

Rita & Stu Zolot

Rita & Stu Zolot

Donor

Rita & Stu Zolot
Rita & Stu Zolot
Rita & Stu Zolot
Rita & Stu Zolot
Rita & Stu Zolot
Rita & Stu Zolot
Rita Zolot

Stu Zolot

In Honor

Birth of Lisa & Mike Katz's
granddaughter, Mayla

Birth of Suzanne & Jeff Weiner's
grandson, Gabriel

Birth of Amy & Tony Pardo's
granddaughter, Elena

Birth of Andrea & Jeff Fitting's
granddon, Arthur

In Memory

Sidney Rosen

Dan Garfinkel

Cynthia Noe

Mark Morgenstern
Natalie Trachtenberg
Louis Foreman

Marilyn Verk Goldstein
Bernard Zolot

To make a charitable

donation, visit our

Donations page here.

To learn more about these

funds, visit our

Funds page here.

pou!


https://templeemanuelpgh.org/give/endowment-funds/
https://templeemanuelpgh.org/give/online-donation-form/

Thank You for Contributing to our Giving Tuesday Annual Campaign

Peter & Ava Alt
Artie & Lori Baran
Jacqueline Bialosky
Michael & Melissa Bihary
Craig & Lynne Bingham
Thomas & Anne Blank
Steven & Lori Blattner
Jack & Cindy Bouer
Ellen Breslin
Adam & Jill Brufsky
Cantor Sheldon & Marsha Clark
Stephanie & Andrew Claypool
Gerald & Janet Cooper
Steven & Jamie Del
Joyce Diamondstone
Ellen & Tim Drook
Svenja & Markus Drouven
Lisa Dvorin
Robert & Jessica Edelson
Arnold & Diane Eger
Moses & Laryn Finder
Jeffrey & Andrea Fitting
Howard Friedman
Valeriy & Julia Ginzburg
JoAnn Goldberg
Roslyn Goorin
Alex Gordon
Joseph & Claudette Gray
Ben Handen & Dianna Ploof
Christoph & Iris Harlan
Steven & Robin Hausman
David & Terri Hepps
Sandra Herman
David & Leslie Hoffman
Richard & Susan Hommel
Irv & Carol Horowitz
Diane & Mark Houser
Joel & llene Iskoe
Peggy Kindler
Shawn & Molly Levine
David & Sarah Levinthal

Jessica Locketz & Larry Schwartz
Howard Louik & Betty Jo Hirschfield Louik
Max & Kate Louik
Irene Luchinsky & Allen Beitman
Adam & Julie Lutz
Rabbi Mark & Alice Mahler
Sarah & Josh Mangan
Pace & Michelle Markowitz
Steven Mayer
Liz & Scott McCallum
Aaron & Emily Meyer
Joy Meyer
Samantha Misurda
Joseph Moidel
Donald & Janet Moritz
Erik & Caroline Naft
Judith Nesvisky
Anthony & Amy Pardo
Ronna & Barry Paul
Paul & Linda Richardson
Britt & Ron Roteman
Dan & Lori Rothschild
Patrick Rowe & Sandee Connors-Rowe
Justin Rubenstein
Marcia and Gerald (z"l) Rubenstein
Bruce & Holly Rudoy
Paul & Deborah Rudoy
Mark & Eileen Sappir
Russell & Janet Schmidt
Ronald & Debra Schneider
Matthew & Beth Schwartz
Jeffrey & Nanette Simon
Robert & Paula Spock
Barbara Trachtenberg
Eric & Barbara Udren
Gerald Wallace
David Weisberg & Rikki Hommel
Marc & Carol Wolkoff
Mary Kate Young
Temple Emanuel Mahjong Players
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To offer Temple’s current level of programming, pastoral care, and leadership within the Jewish
community costs about $1,800 per affiliated adult. Contributions at or above one of our Circle of Giving
levels make it possible for everyone, regardless of their financial circumstances, to learn in our ECDC,
Torah Center, and Adult Education communities, to celebrate Shabbat and holidays in sacred
community, and to embrace the wisdom of Jewish tradition together with the blessings of Jewish
community and connection. Our Circles of Giving program allows us to make visible the shared
investment that keeps Temple thriving for generations to come while also showing gratitude for

program participants’ considerable generosity.

Alef Circle Bet Circle
(tax-deductible giving at or above $3,600) (tax-deductible giving at or above $5,000)

- Recognition in Temple’s bulletins, High Holy ~ + All of the recognition from the Alef Circle,

Day Magazine, and at a special Oneg Shabbat; plus:
« Inclusion in Temple’s New Year Greetings « A personal invitation to join us for the
and Book of Remembrance; summertime Cheer on the Pirates afternoon

« A Chanukah Dinner reservation for your
immediate family (if made by the deadline);
« Two reservations for the 2nd Night Seder (if

made by the deadline).
Gimel Circle Dalet Circle

(tax-deductible giving at or above S6,500) (tax-deductible giving at or above $8,000)

« All of the recognition from the Bet Circle, « All of the recognition from the Gimel Circle,
plus: plus:

« A personal invitation to join us for the  Two additional reservations for the 2™ Night
Penguins Jewish Heritage night or the Seder (if made by the deadline);
summertime Cheer on the Pirates afternoon « A personal invitation to join us for the

Penguins Jewish Heritage night or the
summertime Cheer on the Pirates afternoon;

- A personalized engravingon Temple’s
donation recognition display.

Benefits of the Temple Emanuel giving circles extend twelve months from the calendar month in which the total
tax-deductible donation of a member account meets participation level. Circle members will receive advanced
reminders of member benefit opportunities, but benefits must be claimed by the participation deadline to take
advantage. If a member increases giving to reach a new circle level within the twelve-month period of current

circle participation, the benefit period will reset at the higher level and extend for an additional twelve months. If

you are willing and able to participate, please contact Rebecca Closson at rclosson@templeemanuelpgh.org.



mailto:rclosson@templeemanuelpgh.org

We ae hene Gofty You!

Please stop by or reach
out via phone or email.

LIVING - LEARNING * LEADING Our Office is Open:
Monday - Thursday, 9AM-2PM
Friday, 9AM-Noon

Rabbi Aaron Meyer
ameyer@templeemanuelpgh.org

Cantor Kalix Jacobson
kjacobson@templeemanuelpgh.org

ECDC Director & Temple Senior Director
Kate Louik
klouik@templeemanuelpgh.org

Torah Center Director & Event Coordinator
Steph McFerron
smcferron@templeemanuelpgh.org

CONTACT US

Lifelong Learning Coordinator
() 412-279-7600

Rabbi Emily Meyer
emeyer@templeemanuelpgh.org

@ LG EL TSR TELLLLE  Programming & Communications Director
Sarah Mangan
Q 1250 Bower Hill Road smangan@templeemanuelpgh.org

Pittsburgh, PA 15243

Finance & Development Director
Rebecca Closson
rclosson@templeemanuelpgh.org

f Follow us on Facebook!

@ Follow us on YouTube! Office Manager
Lori Blattner
Follow us on Instagram! Iblatther@templeemanuelpgh.org

Operations and Technology Coordinator
Ellen Drook
edrook@templeemanuelpgh.org

Temple's Board President
Beth Schwartz
president@templeemanuelpgh.org
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