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Greetings

The data regarding fitness centers / gyms and the secular New Year
is fascinating. The month of January regularly brings a 25-30%
surge in membership as people nobly seek to improve their physical
health, presumably as part of a New Year’s resolution. Unfortunately,
only about 20% of those new members stick with it for more than a
few months. I’m certainly in the majority on this one!

So how can we make our Jewish New Year’s resolutions different?
We don’t often speak of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur as having

A MESSAGE FROM RABBI AARON MEYER

resolutions in the same way, but by reviewing our mistakes from the past year and striving to do better,
we make an implicit pact with ourselves more consequential than our commitment to Planet Fitness. It
starts with regular check-ins…. While we think of our prayers of atonement and selichot as annual
occurrences, Jewish tradition invites us to share them every day. Even if this doesn’t become a part of
your prayer practice, the act of regular review — by attending services and connecting to your highest
values, through replaying the past week at your Shabbat dinner table, through journaling — can help
ensure your hopes for 5786 become your reality.

…and it continues through supporting actions. The proverb “you are what you eat” can be flipped around
when talking about Jewish values: what we do is who we are. Ask questions and lean into curiosity. Tell
the truth, even when it feels hard. Act in regular ways congruous with your highest visions and values. 

May it be a happy, healthy, sweet, and resolute 5786.

Wishing all of you a Shanah Tovah u’Metukah—may it be a happy and
sweet new year! 5785 has been tough for many reasons, and I know
many of us found ourselves burying our heads in the sand as the year
went on. As we move past these Days of Awe and into the year 5786,
I invite you to recall the sound of the Shofar we heard so many times
during this High Holy Day season as a wake up call to be our best
selves. Maimonadies said that the Shofar was kind of like a spiritual
alarm clock, telling us who are “asleep” to wake up. As this new year
begins, I invite you to wake up to what’s around us—positive and
negative—and to take action in the places you see fit. The creation

A MESSAGE FROM CANTOR KALIX JACOBSON

story that we read on Rosh Hashanah helps us to understand that the continuation of this world is truly a
partnership—a partnership with each other, as well as a partnership with G-d. G-d did not tend to G-d’s
creation alone, but instead partnered with humanity to create the world. So too, in 5786, should we
partner with G-d and with our fellow humans to put this world back together. 

By working together to create a world that is whole, shalem, we are working to create a world that has
peace, shalom. The shofar called us: remove the sleep from your eyes, stand up, and grab a tool, or the
hand of a loved one, and let’s make this world better, together.

https://templeemanuelpgh-my.sharepoint.com/personal/ameyer_templeemanuelpgh_org/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fameyer%5Ftempleemanuelpgh%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FVideos%2FHigh%20Holy%20Day%20Recordings%2FHigh%20Holy%20Day%20Sermons%2F2025%20Sermons%2FRabbi%20Aaron%20Meyer%20Rosh%20Hashanah%20Sermon%202025%2Epdf&parent=%2Fpersonal%2Fameyer%5Ftempleemanuelpgh%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FVideos%2FHigh%20Holy%20Day%20Recordings%2FHigh%20Holy%20Day%20Sermons%2F2025%20Sermons&ga=1
https://templeemanuelpgh-my.sharepoint.com/personal/ameyer_templeemanuelpgh_org/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fameyer%5Ftempleemanuelpgh%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FHolidays%2FHHD%20Outlines%202025%2FKol%20Nidre%20Sermon%202025%2Epdf&parent=%2Fpersonal%2Fameyer%5Ftempleemanuelpgh%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FHolidays%2FHHD%20Outlines%202025&ga=1
https://templeemanuelpgh-my.sharepoint.com/personal/ameyer_templeemanuelpgh_org/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fameyer%5Ftempleemanuelpgh%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FHolidays%2FHHD%20Outlines%202025%2FKol%20Nidre%20Sermon%202025%2Epdf&parent=%2Fpersonal%2Fameyer%5Ftempleemanuelpgh%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FHolidays%2FHHD%20Outlines%202025&ga=1
https://templeemanuelpgh-my.sharepoint.com/personal/ameyer_templeemanuelpgh_org/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fameyer%5Ftempleemanuelpgh%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FHolidays%2FHHD%20Outlines%202025%2FYom%20Kippur%20Morning%20Sermon%202025%2Epdf&parent=%2Fpersonal%2Fameyer%5Ftempleemanuelpgh%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FHolidays%2FHHD%20Outlines%202025&ga=1
https://templeemanuelpgh-my.sharepoint.com/personal/ameyer_templeemanuelpgh_org/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fameyer%5Ftempleemanuelpgh%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FHolidays%2FHHD%20Outlines%202025%2FYom%20Kippur%20Morning%20Sermon%202025%2Epdf&parent=%2Fpersonal%2Fameyer%5Ftempleemanuelpgh%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FHolidays%2FHHD%20Outlines%202025&ga=1
https://templeemanuelpgh-my.sharepoint.com/personal/ameyer_templeemanuelpgh_org/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fameyer%5Ftempleemanuelpgh%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FVideos%2FHigh%20Holy%20Day%20Recordings%2FHigh%20Holy%20Day%20Sermons%2F2025%20Sermons%2FRosh%20Hashanah%20Sermon%20Wake%20Up%20Final%205786%2Epdf&parent=%2Fpersonal%2Fameyer%5Ftempleemanuelpgh%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FVideos%2FHigh%20Holy%20Day%20Recordings%2FHigh%20Holy%20Day%20Sermons%2F2025%20Sermons&ga=1
https://templeemanuelpgh-my.sharepoint.com/personal/ameyer_templeemanuelpgh_org/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fameyer%5Ftempleemanuelpgh%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FVideos%2FHigh%20Holy%20Day%20Recordings%2FHigh%20Holy%20Day%20Sermons%2F2025%20Sermons%2FRosh%20Hashanah%20Sermon%20Wake%20Up%20Final%205786%2Epdf&parent=%2Fpersonal%2Fameyer%5Ftempleemanuelpgh%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FVideos%2FHigh%20Holy%20Day%20Recordings%2FHigh%20Holy%20Day%20Sermons%2F2025%20Sermons&ga=1


Jamie Thomas Magnusson, son of Rachel
Bouer Magnusson & Chris Magnusson, brother of
Eliana Magnusson, grandson of Cindy & Jack
Bouer (July 25)
Arthur Bruce Slania, son of Stephanie & Mike
Slania, grandson of Andrea & Jeff Fitting,
brother of Stuart Slania (August 6) 
Mayla Louise DuPlessis, daughter of Amy &
Matt DuPlessis, granddaughter of Lisa & Mike
Katz, great-granddaughter of Ethel & Harvey
Levine (August 27) 
Elena Andrea Pardo Marchini, daughter of
Marta Marchini & Jason Pardo, sister of Emma,
granddaughter of Amy & Tony Pardo (September
10) 
Gabriel Philip Weiner Lovejoy, son of Taylor
Weiner & Hannah Lovejoy, grandson of Jeffrey &
Suzanne Weiner (September 14)

Births
Mazel Tov!

Michele & Andrew Gilhooly & their children,
William & Samuel Gilhooly 
Rosalie & Louis Anstandig 
Steven Mayer 
Rachel Cook 
Janet & Donald Moritz 
Julia & Valeriy Ginzburg 
Rachel & Ross Kressel & their children Claire
& Seth Kressel 
Sandra Herman 
Alan & Geraldine Mendelssohn 
Jeremy Tissenbaum & Brook Underwood, &
daughters, Harper & Blake Tissenbaum
Madeline & Howard Perl  
Maggie Burnette 
Lee Keizler 
Rebecca Rosenthal & Erik Koppes 
Rachel & Douglas Bishop  
Joel Pokorney & Kenyan King-Pokorney & their
daughter Lyla Pokorney

A warm welcome goes to new (and returning)
community members of our Temple family:

SHALOM!

Jerry Wolf, brother-in-law of Lori (Steve)
Blattner, uncle of Robin (Jacob) Galik &
Michael Blattner (July 6) 
Lloyd Jerome Klein, brother of Arnie (Sara)
Klein, uncle of Samuel, Joel & Marissa Klein
(July 26) 
Harold Gold, Temple member & husband of
Anita Gold, father of Howard Gold & Brad
(Mandy Sigfried) Gold (August 4) 
Mark Morgenstern, father of Eric (Marsha)
Morgenstern, grandfather of Zachary
Morgenstern (August 14)  
Mark Barash, father of Jason (Jesse Lyman)
Barash, grandfather of Jordana & Shai
Barash (September 8) 
Gerald Marcovsky, Temple member &
husband of Robin Marcovsky (September 11) 

We Mourn the Loss of:

Franki Green, daughter of Tovah and Jason
Green, will become a Bat Mitzvah on
Saturday, October 18.
Noah Anderson, son of Andrea and Aric
Anderson, will become a Bar Mitzvah on
Friday, October 24.
Ayla Anderson, daughter of Andrea and Aric
Anderson, will become a Bat Mitzvah on
Saturday, October 25.

B’nei Mitzvah

Mazel tov to Walden Nelson and Abby Shure, daughter
of Lori & Bob Shure and granddaughter of Nancy
Berkowitz, on their marriage on June 28, 2025.

Marriages

TEMPLE FAMILY
MENSCHENINGS
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as of December 25, 2024
Temple Family Menschenings



PROGRAMMING AND COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR
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Community Highlights

During our 2024 Giving Tuesday campaign,
we raised more than $530,000 toward our
$750,000 goal, and your generosity since
has helped us to reach a new total of
$615,000, enabling us to replace Temple
Emanuel’s aging roof and install solar
panels that will bring us closer to living our
Jewish value of sustainability while creating
a brighter financial future for our
community.

You can still help us reach our goal! Your
financial support is needed now more than
ever. Read more about this project here!

Our Temple Emanuel
Community includes

512 households!

A MESSAGE FROM SARAH MANGAN

L’Shanah Tovah! I’m so excited to share our
Fall 2025 programming with you, our
Temple Emanuel community members!
Since the Summer Bulletin, our community
has been busy enjoying the last days of
summer and preparing for the High Holy
Days.

With opportunities to volunteer, learn,
reflect, and engage in social events, there
have been numerous ways to get involved,
and we look forward to continuing to offer
a multitude of pathways for all members to
find community at Temple Emanuel.

!

https://templeemanuelofsouthhills.shulcloud.com/payment.php
mailto:smangan@templeemanuelpgh.org
https://templeemanuelpgh.org/solar-panel-project/
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Special Shabbatot
Fridays at 7:00 PM

October 17
Kindergarten Consecration

November 7
TERMS Shabbat

November 21
Fourth Grade Class Service

December 5
First Grade Class Service

December 12
Class of 2025 Service

B’nei Mitzvah Services 
Saturdays at 10:30 AM

October 18
Franki Green

October 24*
Noah Anderson

October 25
Ayla Anderson

*B’nei Mitzvah service Friday evening

WORSHIP & TORAH STUDY SCHEDULE

T’Filah

Havdalah – Saturdays at 8:00 PM
Join us virtually on Temple’s Facebook page.

Lay-Led Morning Minyan – Sundays at 9:30 AM
In person in the Beit HaT’filah or click here to join virtually on
Zoom. 

Shabbat Morning Torah Study – Saturdays at 9:00 AM
Join Rabbi Meyer or Cantor Jacobson in person at Temple or on
Zoom to discuss the weekly parasha.

Shabbat Mornings at 8:00 AM
Our Shabbat morning videos will be released on Facebook and
YouTube. One will include a traditional Aliyah from our Sefer
Torah in Hebrew and translation, and the second a brief
explanation of how the themes and lessons of the parasha
(portion) relate to our modern lives.

Shabbat Evening Services – Fridays at 7:00 PM 
Join us for our Shabbat evening services in the Beit HaT’filah. You
can also continue to connect with us via Temple’s website,
Facebook, or YouTube. An electronic copy of Mishkan T’filah, the
congregation’s prayer book, can be accessed here. Immediately
following the service, enjoy a nosh at the oneg and schmooze with
fellow congregants!

Have you ever wondered what comes after the Torah? The Hebrew
Bible, also known as the TaNaCh, consists of Torah (Ta), Prophets
(Na), and Writings (Ch), telling the stories of the kings of Israel,
prophets and judges. Jews are often experts in the “Ta” but not
the “NaCh” - until now! Join Rabbi Meyer for a 45-minute
exploration of these “NaCh” texts on Zoom by clicking here.

Friday Afternoon Text Study at 1:00 PM

Temple Emanuel Grandparents
gathered for a Grandparents Day

Luncheon earlier this fall.

Special Services

October 6
Erev Sukkot Service

October 13
Simchat Torah Dessert Study
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https://www.facebook.com/templeemanuelpittsburgh/
https://www.facebook.com/templeemanuelpittsburgh/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83064953268
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83230647801
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5326774310
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5326774310
https://templeemanuelpgh.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=34b4cdd1b5d2fcd6dc21c1830&id=e504f83af5&e=5cfef73be4
https://templeemanuelpgh.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=34b4cdd1b5d2fcd6dc21c1830&id=e2dc75a9fa&e=5cfef73be4
https://www.facebook.com/templeemanuelpittsburgh/
https://www.youtube.com/TheAmeyer1
https://www.templeemanuelpgh.org/virtual/community
https://www.facebook.com/templeemanuelpittsburgh/
https://www.youtube.com/user/TheAmeyer1
https://www.ccarnet.org/publications/resources-repaginated/
https://templeemanuelpgh.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=34b4cdd1b5d2fcd6dc21c1830&id=a49be2d91e&e=7d3dbd87b6
https://templeemanuelpgh.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=34b4cdd1b5d2fcd6dc21c1830&id=05571f976c&e=7d3dbd87b6
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Board Update

Excerpt from Beth Schwartz’s Rosh Hashanah Speech:

“In communities where people have a higher than average life
expectancy and for people who age successfully, some common
positive attributes have been identified. Being in relationship with
others, having a purpose to our days, and having our time feel
meaningful are key. These aspects of living are important across our
full lifespan, not just in our later years. Most of us feel happiest when
we are living our values, engaged in meaningful activity that provides
us with a sense of purpose. This is why being part of the Temple
Emanuel community could actually be “good for us.” Temple Emanuel
provides opportunities for social connections, for meaningful
engagement, and for purposeful involvement for people of all ages.”

A MESSAGE FROM BETH SCHWARTZ
TEMPLE EMANUEL BOARD PRESIDENT

“It is in community,
together, that

Temple Emanuel
becomes Temple

Emanuel.”

Board Highlights:

Implementing of the Transparency and Accountability Task Force Recommendations (including the
virtual suggestion box and changes to Temple’s website)
Ensuring that all of our policies, information, and website are consistent with our new governance,
membership, and financial models
Beginning of what will be ongoing assessment of our transition to new governance, membership, and
financial models



It is a joy to welcome children and families back to ECDC this Fall! Our hallways are
filled with laughter and questions, singing and tiptoe feet, old friends and new! We
are excited to be joined by nearly 125 students to our classes this school year, with
an additional 9 children and their caregivers joining us for our Fall First Experience
class later this month. Our hope is that Temple Emanuel ECDC continues to be a
community of true belonging for the children and families we serve. 
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Early Childhood Development Center
A MESSAGE FROM KATE LOUIK
ECDC DIRECTOR

Children in
our Threes
program
engaged in
some Rosh
Hashanah-
inspired
science,
wondering if
their apples
would sink or
float. 

Children in our Fours program gather with their
"Grandfriends" at Concordia for stories, crafts and a
snack—an ongoing collaboration bringing joy to
seniors, educators, and children alike! 

Children in our Twos
program painted
using pomegranate
seeds. Many people
eat pomegranates
on Rosh Hashanah
to symbolize their
hope for a new year
filled with good
deeds. 

Children in our Transition class visited the SHIM
garden with educator Julie Lutz to learn about
composting and to discuss how we can be good
stewards of the Earth. 



A MESSAGE FROM STEPH MCFERRON
TORAH CENTER DIRECTOR

4th –6th graders invited on the bima to help lead
midweek tefillah (prayer).

122 students
enrolled in

PreK-7  gradeth

34 Teen Madrichim

Hebrew bananagrams!

Rabbi Aaron joins the 4th graders to prepare for Rosh
Hashanah.

This year at the Torah Center, our goal is to explore and grow through
learning, build lasting friendships, and strengthen our sense of
community. Most of all, we want every student to feel how important they
are and to know that Temple Emanuel is a place they can call home. 
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Torah Center

“This year’s kindergarten Torah Center
class is exceptionally large, twice the size of

last year! It brings me great joy to see so
many children beginning their journey of

Jewish education. Their enrollment is a true
blessing for our congregation and the

broader Jewish community, and it reflects
the strong leadership of Rabbi Aaron and

our program director, Steph McFerron. I am
honored to be one of the first teachers to

welcome these students, and I treasure the
opportunity to create meaningful

connections with them. I’m certain that the
size of this class will bring even more joy to

my life and to our community.”
-Kindergarten Teacher, Jamie Halesey

Excited about the
start of Torah Center!

"Torah Center has been a great experience! Rebekah was immediately accepted and made to feel
at home. She has quickly become part of the community and is building close relationships with

the other students as well as Temple volunteers and staff. It has also given us a jumping off
point to better integrate Jewish traditions in our own home. "

-Torah Center Parents, Lian Hortensius and Steve Nydick

"[The teachers] make it really fun!"
-3  Grade Student, Rebekah Nydickrd



Team Sandwich: 
Tuesday, October 21st, 1:00 PM
Join us to address food insecurity in the Pittsburgh region
by making and donating sandwiches every third Tuesday
of the month. Drop-off is at 1:00 pm. Email Susie Hommel
to sign up and learn more!

Monday, October 6
5:30 Dinner and Activities
6:30 PM Sukkot Service

Join the JCC South Hills, PJ Library, Beth El, and
Temple Emanuel communities for Sukkot Fall Fest at
the JCC South Hills. Activities include balloon
animals, inflatables, crafts, and more! Cost is
$10/family. Register Here!

Sukkot Fall Fest
Sunday, October 12, 2:00-4:00 PM

KIDdish Club
Friday, October 10, 5:30 PM
Join us for our monthly Shabbat service for families with children
0-6 years old! Email Rabbi Emily Meyer to learn more and RSVP.

Family Game Night in the Sukkah
Saturday, October 11, 4:00-6:00 PM
Celebrate the end of the week with a casual Family Game Night.
Whether you're into board games, card games, or just some
friendly competition, this is a great way to connect with others in
our community – kids, teens, and adults alike. Bring your favorite
game or try something new! We’ll end the night with a short
Havdalah ceremony to say goodbye to Shabbat and a cookie to
bring us into the week ahead. RSVP here!

Join the Mt. Lebanon Conservancy in a day of tree planting and
seed sowing! We will be joining the already established day of
service at 11am. Come help Mt. Lebanon bloom! RSVP Here!

Shabbat of Service
Saturday, October 11,  11:00 AM

OCTOBER PROGRAMMING AT TEMPLE EMANUEL
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Play Mahj!
Sunday, October 19, 2:00-4:00 PM
Join in for table games of Mahjong! RSVP to Sarah.

Abraham’s Table
Monday, October 20, 6:30 PM
Together with the St. Paul's Episcopal Church and
Turkish Cultural Center communities, we are excited
to once again convene around Abraham's Table. We
will share in a delicious meal, even better company,
and a brief learning session around our shared
values as adherents to the three Abrahamic faith
traditions. Join us at the Turkish Cultural Center
(located at 1459 Crane Ave, Pittsburgh, PA 15220).
All food will observe Hallal dietary requirements.
Click here to RSVP!

Pizza in the Hut & Erev Sukkot Service

Celebrate Sukkot with Pizza in the Hut!
Join us for a delicious pizza dinner in the sukkah, followed by a
short, joyful Erev Sukkot service. Family-friendly, relaxed, and
welcoming to all – we’ll come together to honor the season, shake
the lulav, and enjoy one another’s company under the stars. Please
RSVP to Rabbi Emily. 

Megillah Series: Kohelet
Tuesday, October 7, 7:00 PM
Come join Cantor Kalix for our final installment of the Megillah
Series to learn about the book of Kohelet, known as Ecclesiastes
in English, as we learn about life, how we lack control of it, what
it’s all about, and why we read it on the holiday of Sukkot. RSVP
to Cantor Kalix.

TERMS Sukkot Social
Thursday, October 9, 3:00-5:00 PM
Join TERMS in the sukkah for their fall Sukkot social. Bring a dish to
share with friends! RSVP to Alan.

WTE+ Potluck in the Sukkah
Thursday, October 9, 6:30 PM
Enjoy a meal with Women+ of Temple Emanuel in the Sukkah! Bring
a drink, side*, entree dish*, or dessert* to share. RSVP Here!
*This will be a dairy meal.

Pondering Prayer Series
Monday, October 27, 7:30-9 PM
Ever wonder what the prayers mean – or why we say
them? Join Rabbi Emily Meyer for a thoughtful,
welcoming exploration of the structure and spirit of
Jewish prayer. We’ll unpack key prayers, discover
personal connections, and explore new ways to
engage in communal worship. Click here to RSVP.

Join members of the LGBTQIA+ community and Allies
for activities and snacks in the Sukkah. Bring your
favorite salty snack for an ultimate This or That Salty
Snack Showdown. All are welcome! RSVP Here.

Temple Emanuel Alliance Launch
Monday, October 13, 5:00-6:30 PM

On Simchat Torah, we finish the Book of
Deuteronomy and start anew with the Book of
Genesis. Join Rabbi Aaron and Cantor Kalix as we
creatively unroll our Sefer Torah in the Social Hall,
hearing and studying several passages from each of
the Torah’s five books along the way.

Simchat Torah Dessert Study
Monday, October 13, 7:00 PM

mailto:shommel46@gmail.com
https://jccpgh.formstack.com/forms/sukkot_fall_fest
mailto:emeyer@templeemanuelpgh.org
mailto:emeyer@templeemanuelpgh.org
mailto:kjacobson@templeemanuelpgh.org
mailto:smangan@templeemanuelpgh.org
mailto:smangan@templeemanuelpgh.org
https://tinyurl.com/AbrahamsTable2025
mailto:emeyer@templeemanuelpgh.org
mailto:kjacobson@templeemanuelpgh.org
mailto:kjacobson@templeemanuelpgh.org
mailto:schorrab@comcast.net
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E45A8AA29A5FBCF8-58270907-wte#/
mailto:emeyer@templeemanuelpgh.org
mailto:kjacobson@templeemanuelpgh.org


Team Sandwich: 
Tuesday, November 18th, 1:00 PM
Join us to address food insecurity in the Pittsburgh
region by making and donating sandwiches every
third Tuesday of the month. Drop-off is at 1:00 pm. 

Email Susie Hommel to sign up and learn more!

Giving

Thanksgiving Food Drive
Saturday, November 22, 10:00 AM
Help us support Carnegie FreeStore 15106 with our third
annual Thanksgiving Food Drive event! Families with
children of all ages are invited to join VolunTOTs,
Uptown Speech Therapy, and Temple Emanuel to
assemble kits of Thanksgiving sides and desserts for
Carnegie Elementary School’s FreeStore 15106. In
addition to the kit assembly, there will be card making
stations and a story time.

Donations will be accepted at Temple Emanuel of
South Hills and Uptown Speech Therapy until Friday,
November 21st:

Link to signup coming soon!

Mashed
Potatoes

Gravy
Cranberry

Sauce

Canned
Green
Beans

Mac N’
Cheese

Stuffing
Mix

Broth
Dessert

Mix
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NOVEMBER PROGRAMMING AT TEMPLE EMANUEL
Family Game Night & Havdalah
Saturday, November 1, 4:00-6:00 PM
Celebrate the end of the week with a casual Family Game Night.
Whether you're into board games, card games, or just some friendly
competition, this is a great way to connect with others in our
community – kids, teens, and adults alike. Bring your favorite game or
try something new! We’ll end the night with a short Havdalah
ceremony to say goodbye to Shabbat and a cookie to bring us into
the week ahead. RSVP here!

Choir Rehearsal
Sunday, November 3, 1:30 PM
Love to sing? Join our choir! No age limits and no experience
necessary. Not available for the upcoming performance? You are
always welcome at rehearsals, or are welcome to be involved with
the choir when you are available. Contact Cantor Kalix to learn
more!

Pondering Prayer Series
Monday, November 3 & 10, 7:30-9:00 PM
Ever wonder what the prayers mean – or why we say them? Join
Rabbi Emily Meyer for a thoughtful, welcoming exploration of the
structure and spirit of Jewish prayer. We’ll unpack key prayers,
discover personal connections, and explore new ways to engage in
communal worship. Click here to RSVP.

MOTE+ Brews Night at Grist House Command
Thursday, November 6, 7:30 PM
Join MOTE+ at the new Grist House Command located at 301 Sgt
Messerschmidt Rd, Oakdale, PA 15071. RSVP to Sarah.

Song Circle with Cantor Kalix
Thursday, November 13, 7:00 PM
On the 7th Hebrew anniversary of October 27th, join Cantor Kalix
in a solemn evening of music and memory as we look at songs of
lamentation sung beginning in biblical times until the present day.
Email Cantor Kalix with your RSVP and questions.

KIDdish Club
Friday, November 14, 5:30 PM
Join us for our monthly Shabbat service for families with children
0-6 years old! Email Rabbi Emily Meyer to learn more and RSVP.

Mahj for a Cause
Sunday, November 16, 2:00-4:00 PM
Join in for table games of Mahjong! Optional donations will
benefit Temple Emanuel’s Giving Tuesday campaign.
RSVP to Sarah.

WTE+ Book Club
Wednesday, November 19, 7:00 PM
Join WTE+ offsite for Book Club! We will discuss the
historical fiction novel The Red House by Mary Morris.
RSVP required for location information.

mailto:shommel46@gmail.com
mailto:emeyer@templeemanuelpgh.org
mailto:kjacobson@templeemanuelpgh.org
mailto:emeyer@templeemanuelpgh.org
https://www.wesa.fm/arts-culture/2025-09-02/grist-house-command-brewery-nike-missile-site
mailto:smangan@templeemanuelpgh.org
mailto:kjacobson@templeemanuelpgh.org
mailto:emeyer@templeemanuelpgh.org
mailto:smangan@templeemanuelpgh.org
mailto:smangan@templeemanuelpgh.org


Team Sandwich: 
Tuesday, December 16th at 1:00 PM
Join us to address food insecurity in the Pittsburgh region
by making and donating sandwiches every third Tuesday
of the month. Drop-off is at 1:00 pm. 

Email Susie Hommel to sign up and learn more!

Wine
Tasting

Board
Games

Music
Playground
Meetups

Hiking

Click Here to  
Join a Group!
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DECEMBER PROGRAMMING AT TEMPLE EMANUEL

Save the dates
for more

programs in
December!

Stay up to date with
your Temple

Happenings emails to
learn more!

Dec
7

Dec
8

Dec
12

Dec
13

Dec
14

Dec
19

WTE+ Art, Wine,
and Cheese Night

Israeli Music
Workshop

KIDdish Club
Family Shabbat

Shabbat of
Service

South Hills
Chanukah Party

Temple Emanuel’s
Annual Chanukah
Dinner and Service

Join a Kulanu Group in 5786!

Don’t receive your ‘Temple Happenings’
emails anymore? Sign up for the first time

or resubscribe by clicking here!

Crafting

Email Sarah Mangan at smangan@templeemanuelpgh.org to learn more about our Kulanu Groups!

Would you like to get involved with the Caring Community or learn more
about what this amazing group does?

The Caring Community is building a new email list! Please sign up to get
updates about the group and learn more on our website here.

Kulanu Groups
are lay-led
affinity groups
within the
Temple
community that
share similar
interests.

mailto:shommel46@gmail.com
https://templeemanuelofsouthhills.shulcloud.com/form/Kulanu
https://templeemanuelofsouthhills.shulcloud.com/form/Kulanu
https://templeemanuelofsouthhills.shulcloud.com/form/Kulanu
https://mailchi.mp/templeemanuelpgh/sign-up-to-receive-the-temple-happenings-emails
https://mailchi.mp/templeemanuelpgh/sign-up-to-receive-the-temple-happenings-emails
mailto:smangan@templeemanuelpgh.org
https://templeemanuelpgh.org/community/caring-community/
https://templeemanuelpgh.org/community/caring-community/


Donations to Temple Funds as of September 26, 2025

Brenda & Larry Miller Memorial Caring Community

Donor

Laryn & Moses Finder

Susan & Richard Hommel

Susan & Richard Hommel

Susan & Richard Hommel
Susan & Richard Hommel

In appreciation of Sandy & Lee
Golomb
Engagement of Cantor Kalix
Jacobson to Mickey Benson
Marriage of Abby Shure & Waldon
Nelson
Sally Lebowitz's special birthday
Birth of Mark Rosen's
granddaughter

In Honor

Donor
Roz & Farrel Levine
Darlene Mannheimer

Edith Levine
Mark Morgenstern

In Memory

Cantor Jacobson Discretionary Fund
Donor

Amy & Tony Pardo
Howard Friedman
Joan & Ron Rothaus

Katalin & Myles Zuckerman

Laryn & Moses Finder

Lynn & Ron Richards

Rebecca Shinder

Donation
Donation
Engagement of Cantor Kalix
Jacobson to Mickey Benson
In appreciation of Cantor Kalix
Jacobson
Engagement of Cantor Kalix
Jacobson to Mickey Benson
In appreciation of Cantor Kalix
Jacobson
In appreciation of Cantor Kalix
Jacobson

In Honor

Thank you to the donors who help sustain Temple
Emanuel through contributions to our various funds!

Cemetery Beautification Fund

Donor

The Family of Harold Gold In appreciation of Cantor Kalix

In Honor

Cemetery Beautification Fund (continued)

Donor

Jim Bleiberg
Joan & Brian Ochs
JoAnn Goldberg
Judy Nesvisky
Kimball Family
Linda Finkle
Lois & Eric Raphael
Lynn & Harvey Rubin
Marion Zeichner
Nancy & Michael Lichtenstein
Nancy Weissman
Nancy Weissman
Nancy Weissman
Penny & David Abrams
Randy Albelda
Randy Albelda
Robert Grob
Roslyn & Edward Friedman
Roz Goorin
Sally Lebowitz
Samuel Braver
Selma Furst
Shelley & Howie Miller
Shirley Hill
Steve Kalinsky
Steven Smiga
Stuart Glasspool
Stuart Scheinholtz
Stuart Schlansky
Sally & Leonard Gehl

Shirley & Melvin Bleiberg
Sandra & Melvin Gitelman
Marc Goldberg
Donation
Donation
Tillie & Erwin Brand
Donation
Donation
Donation
Marvine Lichtenstein
Jacquelin Wechsler
Jacob Presser
Julius Field
Isadore Abrams
Anne & Beto Albelda
Rebecca & Rudy Cohen
Marilyn & Maurice Grob
Renee & Phil Bloom
Donation
Donation
Donation
Robert Furst
Lawrence I. Miller
Donation
Katherine Kalinsky
Donation
Donation
Donation
Donation
Donation

In Memory

Diskin Music Fund

Donor

Irene Luchinsky & Allen
Beitman

Cantor Kalix Jacobson's & Mickey
Benson's Engagement

In Honor

General Fund

Donor

Anna Lisa Silberman 

Barbara & Bryan Rosenberger
Betty Jo & Howard Louik

Bobbi Gerson
Bunny & Alan Schorr

In appreciation of a High Holy Day
Guest Pass
Birth of Elliot Norman Kozel
Michelle Markowitz receiving the
Manny Award
High Holy Day Guest Pass
Birth of Cindy & Jack Bouer's
grandson, Jamie

In Honor
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Donor

Naomi & Howard Pittle
Naomi & Howard Pittle

Rose Ruben
Sandra Arlene Pittle

In Memory

Donor

Ann Rascoe
Anne Watzman
Bernice Slifkin
Betsy Epel
Bunny & Alan Schorr
Carol Simon
Cheryl Fischler
Howard Myers & Family
Howard Myers & Family
Irene Luchinsky and Family
Janice Hock & Sidney Metzger
Jeff Levin

Morton Bregman
Ronald Watzman
Irving Slifkin
Peggy, Paul & Marc Greenberg
Gertrude Schorr
Vivian & Elwin Simon
Donation
Toba Myers
Sandy Myers Dickinson
Harold Luchinsky
Irene Metzger
Sandra & Marc Levin

In Memory

Charlotte & Peter Cooper Garden Fund

Donor

Ruben Abramovitz Harold Gold

In Memory



General Fund (continued) General Fund (continued)

Donor

Cindy & Jack Bouer

Daniel Gup
Elaine & Alan London

Ellie Bahm

Barbara Greenberg

Fran & Ron Landay
Gina Fleitman

Iris & Chris Harlan
Joan & Ron Rothaus
Joan & Ron Rothaus

Laryn & Moses Finder
Marcy Bernson
Meg & Keith Abrams

Meg & Keith Abrams

Meg & Keith Abrams

Meg & Keith Abrams

Meg & Keith Abrams

Mindy Spitzer

Mort Wintner
Rikki Hommel & David Weisberg
Rikki Hommel & David Weisberg
Ron & Lynn Richards

Ruth Novice
Ruth Novice

Ruth Novice
Wendy Freed

Zaslau Family

Engagement of Cantor Kalix
Jacobson to Mickey Benson
Elliot Kozel's Brit Milah
Marriage of Abby Shure to Walden
Nelson
Marriage of Abby Shure to Walden
Nelson
Marriage of Abby Shure to Walden
Nelson
High Holy Day Guest Pass
In appreciation of the High Holy
Day Services
Birth of Elliot Norman Kozel
Marriage of Jenna & Ben Garfinkel 
Birth of Elena Andrea Pardo
Marchini, granddaughter of Amy &
Tony Pardo
High Holy Day Guest Pass
Donation
Sandy & Lee Golomb, for their
volunteerism to Temple Emanuel
Bunny & Alan Schorr, for their
volunteerism to Temple Emanuel
Debbie & Ron Schneider, for their
volunteerism to Temple Emanuel
Amy & Tony Pardo, for their
volunteerism to Temple Emanuel
Rita & Stuart Zolot, for their
volunteerism to Temple Emanuel
Birth of Cindy & Jack Bouer's
grandson, Jamie
Rabbi Mark Mahler
Birth of Elliot Norman Kozel
Birth of Theodore Jacob Goldberg
In appreciation of Rabbi Mark
Mahler
Speedy recovery for Marcie West
Speedy recovery for Richard
Hommel
Speedy recovery for Elaine London
In appreciation for the High Holy
Day Guest Pass
High Holy Day Guest Pass

In Honor Donor

Marcy Bernson
Marcy Bernson
Marjorie & Joel Caplan
Nancy & Bill Berkowitz
Nancy & Bill Berkowitz
Noel & Sam Bliman
Penny & David Abrams
Rikki Hommel & David Weisberg
Rikki Hommel & David Weisberg
Rita Cobbett
Robin & Steve Hausman
Roslyn Small
Ruth Novice
Ruth Novice
Ruth Novice
Ruth Novice
Ruth Novice
Sally Lebowitz
Sharon & Eric Perelman
Shelley Cohn
Steve Hausman
Steve Hausman
Temple Board
Temple Board
Temple Board
Temple Board
Temple Board
The Baran Family
Wendy Freed

Sanford Lichtenstein
Esther Bernson
Gerald Marcovsky
Pearle Berkowitz
Gerald Marcovsky
Harriet Berk
Ida Goldstein
Lloyd Jerome Klein
Mark Morgenstern
Allen Cobbett
Clem Perlman
Benjamin Plotkin
Marilyn Hill
Julie Lewis
Luch Albrecht
Jack Meyers
Gerald Marcovsky
Sam Eisenstat
Lisa Wintner
Irene Lewis
Jack "Chick" Hausman
Francie Hausman
Lloyd Jerome Klein
Harold Gold
Mark Morgenstern
Mark Barash
Gerald Marcovsky
Mark Morgenstern
Rita Freed

In Memory

Donor

Anne & Tom Blank
Barbara & Lee Feldman
Barbara Greenberg
Betty Jo & Howard Louik
Betty Jo & Howard Louik
Bonnie Benhayon & Riad Tawil
Cheryl & Howard Baskin
Cheryl & Howard Baskin
Cheryl & Howard Baskin
David Katz
Ellen & Tim Drook & Family
Fran & Ron Landay
Heidi Russman
Iris & Chris Harlan
Joan & Ron Rothaus
Judith Cohen
Karen & Tony Captline
Karen & Tony Captline
Lori & Bob Shure

Darlene Blank
Natalie Trachtenberg
Natalie Trachtenberg
Natalie Trachtenberg
Naomi Diamond
Shirley K. Ferron
Alex Baskin
Bernard Baskin
Bob Cohn
Lynn Schwartz Katz
David Bialosky
Natalie Trachtenberg
Judith Rodney
Gertrude Mallet
Lloyd Jerome Klein
Arthur Harris Levitt
Barney Snyder
Robin Snyder
Herbert J. Shure

In Memory

Holocaust Memorial Garden Fund

Donor

Linda Scott In appreciation of Bunny & Alan
Schorr for all you do

In Honor

ECDC PTP

Donor

Annie & Rich Kamrin Mark Barash

In Memory

Nan Simon ECDC Fund

Donor

Nanette & Jeff Simon
Sandy & Lee Golomb
Sandy & Lee Golomb

Irene Simon Losman
Bernard L. Golomb
Erwin Rubenstein

In Memory
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Donor

Lynn & Larry Lebowitz Our Grandparents

In Memory



Rabbi Meyer’s Discretionary Fund

Donor

Anne & Jeff May
Barbara Trachtenberg

Janet & Jerry Cooper
Janet & Russell Schmidt

Linda Scott

Lisa Dvorin

Lynn & Ron Richards

Meg & Keith Abrams

Paula Spock

Terri Greenberg

The Kozel Family

Donation
In appreciation of Rabbi Aaron
Meyer
The Hoffman's 30th anniversary
In appreciation of Rabbi Aaron
Meyer
In appreciation of Pamela
Handelman for all her kindness
In appreciation of Rabbi Aaron
Meyer
In appreciation of Rabbi Aaron
Meyer
In appreciation of Rabbi Aaron
Meyer
In appreciation of Rabbi Aaron
Meyer
In appreciation of Rabbi Aaron
Meyer
With gratitude for Rabbi Aaron
Meyer

In Honor

Yahrzeit Remembrance Fund (continued)

Donor

Sharon Ryave Brody & Family
Shelley & Howie Miller
Shelley Berman
Shelley Mayhak
Shelley Mayhak
Susan Lipsitz
Susan Lipsitz
Terri Greenberg, Randy
Frankel & Family
Terry & Steve Erenrich
The Pollon Family
The Pollon Family

David B. Ryave
Harold B. Cramer
David Berman
Francie Hausman
Jack "Chick" Hausman
Simpson Schechter
Jean Schechter
Allen M. Hoffman

Edith Bernstein
Beatrice Bunin Pollon
Morris Pollon

In Memory

Rabbi William Sajowitz Endowment Fund

Donor

Linda & Mark Silverman

Roz & Farrel Levine

Marriage of Abby Shure to Walden
Nelson
Marlene Wildenstein's 80th
birthday

In Honor

Yahrzeit Remembrance Fund

Donor

Anita Markowitz
Anita Markowitz
Carol & Ted Goldberg
Charles Spirer
David & Penny Abrams
Janice & Teddy Seidenfeld
Jill & Adam Brufsky
Judy Nesvisky
Ken Kantrowitz
Laryn & Moses Finder
Lynn & Mark Frumkin
Mindy Spitzer
Miriam Breslow
Noel & Samuel Bliman
Ruben Abramovitz

Ruth Pollak Sandler
Lillian Markowitz
Margaret Goldberg
Oscar Spirer
Meyer Handmaker
Shirley Greenberg
Ruth Brufsky
Fanny Stern
Susan Kantrowitz
Sheldon Sax
Pearl Frumkin
Sara Pearlman
Pearl Canter
Irwin Bliman
Dave Abramovitz

In Memory

Yahrzeit Plaques

Donor

Lynn & Larry Lebowitz
Michelle Bonnar

Gerald Norman Rubenstein
Sandra Learish

In Memory

To learn more about these
funds, visit our 

Funds page here.

To make a charitable
donation, visit our

Donations page here. 

Donor

Ellen Breslin
Janet & Jerry Cooper
Linda & Paul Richardson
Naomi & Howard Pittle
Roz & Ed Friedman

Benjamin Melamed
Arlene Abramovitz
Bernard Herman
Sandra Arlene Pittle
Martin Marcovitz

In Memory

15

Donor

Linda & Mark Silverman
Linda & Mark Silverman
Roz & Farrel Levine

Bob Cohn
Jerry Rubenstein
Joseph Newhouse

In Memory

Capital Campaign

Donor

Barbara Greenberg 
Beth & Matt Schwartz
Claire & Mel Vatz
Joyce Diamondstone
Lisa Dvorin
Lois & Ric Stotter
Naomi & Howard Pittle
Sherry & Bob Lamacchia

Temple Emanuel
Temple Emanuel
Temple Emanuel
Temple Emanuel
Temple Emanuel
Temple Emanuel
Temple Emanuel
Temple Emanuel

In Honor

Donor In Memory

Lisa Dvorin Mark Morgenstern

https://templeemanuelpgh.org/give/endowment-funds/
https://templeemanuelpgh.org/give/online-donation-form/


Circles of Giving

Circle 1

Lynn & Carl Bahm
Amy & David Bahm

Eleanor Bahm
Melissa & Michael Bihary
Jane & Joseph Blattner

Karen & Anthony Captline
Janet & Gerald Cooper

Mary Cothran
Laura & Brian Davidson

Jamie & Steven Del
Diane & Frank Dreifuss

Vonya & Nathan Eisinger
Beth & Daniel Erlanger

Kathy & Howard Ginsburg
Ben Handen & Dianna Ploof

Susan & Richard Hommel
Carol & Irv Horowitz
Sarah & Alicia Kozel

Linda & Stuart Nyman
Lori & Daniel Rothschild
Deborah & Paul Rudoy

Francine Rose-Sandow & Richard Sandow
Cara & Jeremy Snyder

Pamela & Paul Volz
David Weisberg & Rikki Hommel

April & Stanley Zaslau
Rachel & Steven Zoffer

Circle 2

Meredith & David Cohen
Katie & Peter Davis
Nancy & Will Joseph

Sandra Kaplan & Karl Brammer
Amy & Anthony Pardo
Lynn & Harvey Rubin

Celeste & Rafael Schmulevich
Debra & Ronald Schneider

Sharon & Jack Soodik
Mitchell Taback

Laura & Jeffrey Young
Rita & Stuart Zolot

Circle 3

Circle 4

Barbara & Gerald Chotiner
David Dvorin

Diane & Arnold Eger
Laryn & Moses Finder
Lynn & Larry Lebowitz

Joan & Ronald Rothaus
Marcia Rubenstein

Veronica & Jon Schmerling

Lisa Dvorin
Carol & Theodore Goldberg

Robin & Steve Hausman
Betty Jo Hirschfield Louik & Howard Louik

Michelle & Pace Markowitz
Caroline & Erik Naft

Marlene Naft
Byron Rose

Bunny & Alan Schorr
Beth & Matthew Schwartz

Barbara Trachtenberg
Barbara & Eric Udren

Nancy Weissman
Barbara & Milton Wolf
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Circle 5

Andrea & Jeffrey Fitting
Erica & William Goodman
Elisia & Charles Silverstein

Jill & Adam Brufsky

Circle 6

Dorothy & Neal Pollon
Amy & Andrew Zahalsky

Circle 7

Lori & Robert Shure
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CONTACT US
412-279-7600

TempleEmanuel@TempleEmanuelPGH.org

1250 Bower Hill Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15243

Follow us on Facebook!

Follow us on YouTube!

Follow us on Instagram!

We are here for you!
Please stop by or reach
out via phone or email.

Our office is open: 
Monday – Thursday, 9AM-2PM

Friday, 9AM-Noon

Rabbi Aaron Meyer 
ameyer@templeemanuelpgh.org

Cantor Kalix Jacobson 
kjacobson@templeemanuelpgh.org

ECDC Director & Temple Senior Director
Kate Louik 

klouik@templeemanuelpgh.org

Torah Center Director & Event Coordinator
Steph McFerron 

smcferron@templeemanuelpgh.org

Lifelong Learning Coordinator
Rabbi Emily Meyer

emeyer@templeemanuelpgh.org

Programming & Communications Director 
Sarah Mangan 

smangan@templeemanuelpgh.org

Finance & Development Director 
Rebecca Closson 

rclosson@templeemanuelpgh.org

Office Manager 
Lori Blattner 

lblattner@templeemanuelpgh.org

Operations and Technology Coordinator
Ellen Drook

edrook@templeemanuelpgh.org

Temple’s Board President 
Beth Schwartz 

president@templeemanuelpgh.org

https://www.facebook.com/templeemanuelpittsburgh/
https://www.youtube.com/TheAmeyer1
https://www.instagram.com/emanuelpgh
mailto:ameyer@templeemanuelpgh.org
mailto:ameyer@templeemanuelpgh.org
mailto:ameyer@templeemanuelpgh.org
mailto:kjacobson@templeemanuelpgh.org
mailto:klouik@templeemanuelpgh.org
mailto:smcferron@templeemanuelpgh.org
mailto:emeyer@templeemanuelpgh.org
mailto:smangan@templeemanuelpgh.org
mailto:ameyer@templeemanuelpgh.org
mailto:rclosson@templeemanuelpgh.org
mailto:ameyer@templeemanuelpgh.org
mailto:lblattner@templeemanuelpgh.org
mailto:edrook@templeemanuelpgh.org
mailto:ameyer@templeemanuelpgh.org
mailto:president@templeemanuelpgh.org

